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There is a big difference between the peak 
demand a utility faces and normal day-to-
day usage, making planning for the peak a 
real challenge! 
Power lines, transformers, substations, 

and other equipment must be sized to 
safely carry electricity during these periods 
of intense use. Building to only “typical” 
demand would lead to potential equipment 
failure and outages. 
Annual Peak
In western Washington, the electric grid 

experiences its highest demand during 
the coldest winter days. Extended cold 
snaps strain equipment and challenge 
power generators, including BPA, to meet 
demand across the region. Rapid growth in 
electrification is increasing concerns about 
resource adequacy. During widespread cold 
events, peak demand can exceed available 
resources, raising the risk of outages.
Daily peaks
The highest points on the chart typically 

occur in the morning and early evening 
hours. This represents people waking up, 
homes heating, coffee pots kicking on (and 
yes, these are a big energy draw!), breakfasts 
cooking, and businesses and schools opening. 
In the evening, demand rises again as people 
return home. During fair weather conditions, 
winter days can see an average peak load 
of 70-80MW, while summer months are 
relatively calm, peaking around 30MW.
Daily valleys
The lowest points of each line shown is 

the valley, which usually occur late at night 
and in the early morning hours, when most 
people are asleep and businesses are closed. 
During these times, usage typically drops by 
approx. 20MW, reflecting only essential loads 
like refrigeration, water heating, heating 
systems maintaining temperature, and 
equipment that runs continuously—which is 
a collective sigh of relief for equipment.

Our grid is built to meet peak demand. Peak demand refers to the highest amount of electricity 
our county uses at any single moment, which often occurs on the coldest of cold mornings.
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Question: What is the highest peak load
Jefferson PUD has experienced?

Answer: 113.6MW on January 13, 2024
Extreme sustained cold led to the high 
demand, pushing utility equipment to the 
limits across the region.

10
20

30
40
50
60

70
80

90
100

ME
GA

WA
TT

S

July–October Peak Load (MW)

January–March Peak Load (MW)

60

70

80

85

ME
GA

WA
TT

S

Line represents a typical November day in MW

12am 12am12pm6am 6pm

Morning Peak

Nightime Valley

Mid-day Valley

Evening Peak

The chart above is a snapshot of our utility energy usage in 
megawatts (MW) throughout a typical calendar year. Clearly 
visible are the shifts in demand from season to season. 

The graph above is a 3-month look at typical utility energy usage 
in greater detail. Green indicates summertime peaks, while the 
red indicates winter peaks.

The graph above is a look of our average daily fall/winter 
demand. Demand follows a typical pattern, however cold snaps 
can play heavily on equipment during peak load.
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Checked your heating system 
air filters?

Cold winter weather means your 
heating system is working much 

harder! Check today!

Questions or Quibbles?   news@jeffpud.org   Public Utility District No.1 of Jefferson County is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

Round Up for the 
Rainy Day Fund

Help support our county’s 
most at-risk customers with 
bill payment assistance. The 
program is entirely funded 
by customer donations and 
is administered by OlyCAP 
and the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul.

Check the box 
on the back of 
your utility bill

to round-up!

Commission Reviews Water and Wastewater Rate StudyCommission Reviews Water and Wastewater Rate Study
Monthly Basic
Charge

2025

5/8” $42.61
1”

Commercial

Capital Surcharge
$7.00 $7.35

Consumption
Charge

2025

Tier 1 (0–5,000 gal) 0.38¢
Tier 2 (5001–10,000 gal) 0.52¢

0.70¢Tier 3 (10,000–30,000 gal)

0.52¢

2026
(proposed)

Residential
0.40¢
0.55¢
0.74¢

0.55¢
Commercial

Residential
$44.74
$107.10
$209.33

$44.74
$107.10
$209.33
$333.68

$102.00
$199.361.5”

5/8” $42.61
1” $102.00

$199.361.5”
$317.792”

*Please visit jeffpud.org to see full water rate schedule

2026
(proposed)

PT Business Fiber
Contracts are out to bid with construction slated to 
begin in March-April and wrap up by August 2026.
Businesses only. 

Jefferson North Fiber Area
Construction is underway and planned through 
mid-2026. Live within the area and want
to experience high-speed fiber internet?
Register today! Visit jeffoud.org/broadband 
to learn more.

Discovery Bay East Fiber Area
Contract crews have completed 75% of 
construction and plan to finalize installs
in early-2026. 

Olympic Fiber Corridor
Inbetweens
Contractors are in the final steps of finalizing
fiber splicing, and PUD crews plan to ramp-up 
in-home installations in February.

Southeast Discovery
The signup threshold for our final grant-funded area is fast 
approaching! Register now before we reach the 65% 
threshold–after the threshold is reached, a construction 
cost-share will apply. Register today at: jeffpud.org/broadband 

The FCS Group provided commissioners a first look at a water and 
wastewater study analyzing rate structures and providing options to 
align with true cost of service and future infrastructure needs. 
The PUD provides water service to more than 5,200 customers 

countywide and wastewater service to approx 400 customers. 
The study reviewed water and wastewater services independently, 

marking a shift from traditional rate studies in order to identify and 
reduce water customer subsidies for wastewater services. 
Of the two pathways presented, the commission focused efforts 

on a gradual phase-in approach to rates. For wastewater customers, 
this places all services under a single-cost base charge. Currently, 
wastewater service rates differ across three customer groups: Standard, 
Beckett Point, and Kala Point. FCS presented a unified wastewater 
base rate of $84.71. An base rate update would address equity 
for wastewater service and cover an anticipated $280k in capital 
improvements through 2030 and, if approved by the board, would go 
into effect in early 2026.
Water service rates were also discussed, with the highlighted pathway 

favoring a 5% base rate adjustment, as well as a slight increase in the 
consumption charge was also presented. The consumption charge varies 
based upon the total gallons used by the service in a given month.
Discussions about water and wastewater rates are planned for January. 

Visit jeffpud.org for the utility event calendar for meetings and agendas.

Broadband Around the CountyBroadband Around the County


