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Comment Summary

The popular trees are brittle, short lived, roots disrupt
sidewalks and paved areas and no wildlife value. A good match
is the Shore Pine

Expressed passionate discontent with tree removal

Please put trees between car lane and bike/sidewalk lanes.
The project is not needed, housing is needed.

Fix the roads first

Fixing Lawrence street should have priority. How about
something for the people that live here not the ones coming to
visit

please please please do soil tests before planting; make sure the new
trees have room to grow and are the right plant for the right place.
Please do not leave this in the hands of out-of-town landscape
architects who, though | have great respect for many, are not always
very knowledgeable about trees (beyond their aesthetic properties).
Lawrence is fine. the roads in my neighborhood look like iraq,
except when it rains. then they look like iraq in a flood.
Friedrich Bombast | picked Lawrence because it's a major
street that many use.

Wow, looks like the city has abandoned reasonable setbacks and their
importance for maintaining the city's character. The concept picture
shows maybe 15 feet from the road. Nice way to say welcome to PT.
What exactly is wrong with the poplars? Why are they Not
environmentally friendly?

Walter McQuillen thank you !

Friedrich Bombast YES!!! All the roads in Uptown need to be
fixed!!! This project is ridiculous!

Cant really believe anyone thinks moving the boat yard
boundary closer to the street is more eye appealing than the
current situation. This has to be the most unpopular city
council project yet.

| think Boat Haven adds good character to PT. Its pretty cool
seeing it when you come down the S curves. Its a major part of
the history of this town. "A Victorian Seaport" Many local folks
utilize the boatyard not only as a means of employment but
recreationally. | support this idea. If you have ever looked up at
those tress in big wind you might be concerned. Yes fix the
roads, yes fix everything, but please don't complain about an
idea that could grow a industry in PT.

Walter McQuillen i get that. but i walk a lot of neighborhoods,
and many of the out-of-the way streets aren't even streets
anymore. at least Lawrence doesn't have massive potholes and
washouts. i once asked a city guy about the street in front of
our house, which is broken asphalt and gravel undercoat, and
he said the cost to repair it would be about the annual street
repair budget for the whole city. "improvement projects,"
though, are sexier.

More gentrification, plz?

Sarah Smith they are wonderful trees but at this stage of their
lifespan they are falling apart in high winds. It's a busy road
with power lines so there is a reasonable likelihood that a tree
failure (usually large sections of these trees break out like ice-
bergs off a glacier) can cause damage and even injury.

They have a few other issues as well. They send up suckers,
new trees from the roots, a great distance from the original
tree. They are beloved by aphids. They also produce a lot of
pollen which a number of people are allergic to.

While | have always admired this allee, it is time to plan for the
future; replace these with something new and (hopefully) native
trees and shrubs, something to take us the next 100 years.

Plant pot on the roadway! Pot Townsend rides again.

Very low on the priority list for the city. Putting utilities
underground is a nice goal. Roads repairs and replacement is
much higher on the list. Just not as sexy on the council
resume.

The trees.. while they are not indigenous to the area... have
stood 30 years, and have graced the entrance of our town with
their beauty. | think it’s a terrible idea to remove them under
any circumstances... certainly there are other solutions for
underground lines..and does the port really have to expand a
few feet.. ?
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In support of removing of removing trees, shrubs and grass
that might cause raging wildfires

The money should be spent for the homeless. Trees are
important no matter what type of wildlife or birds or whatever
how's them why is the city always trying to remove either
animals or trees.

Replanting the Poplars makes sense but stick to the 1993
study. There are benefits to the poplars.

Attached the 1993 Gateway Development Plan recommend
read page 14

Thoughtful planted in needed, mixed species array.

A professional tree person should be consulted about trees and
their impacts. Save the yellow lupine.

Have been designing jurisdictional mitigation projects since
1995 and happy to join the planning committee.

Has there been a soil analysis, makes all the difference in the
world for tree survival

provide, including the impressive beauty. Please keep me
informed of when the public meeting will be held concerning
this issue.

Shore Pines, Evergreens, and, Madronas would not work
along the boatyard side of the road (as has been
recommended). TREES! Dioecious (only one sexed trees)
female trees only - they don't pollinate. We should replace (if
we must remove all the Poplars) with more young Poplars.
But I'm also hoping you'll see that killing 130 poplars for some
vague ideas is also going to tear this community apart. It
already has if you read social media. And once a government
looses their respect from the people they govern, it looses its
ability to govern. You'd be heros to just let this plan to be
focused to support the trees, not senselessly kill them.
Madrona tunnel coming into town beyond Mill Road. I'm not
advocating what-so-ever those trees get wiped out, but,
seriously - maintenance IS so important and has obviously
been neglected along that dangerous stretch of trees. The
living healthy Madronas stand firm at their precarious looking
angles, so, please don't touch those!!

What would the design of the expanded boatyard entail? How
would it translate into jobs, specifically? There is no
relationship between the tree removal on the south side of
Sims and the north side of Sims due to public safety. These
should be analyzed as two different options. Enhanced
accessibility to the boatyard - It is not clear what this means.
The proposal to have a narrow sidewalk adjacent to a block wall
with a small landscape strip adjacent to the street is
unacceptable and does not appear to conform to the 1993
Gateway Development Plan concept for Sims. | would prefer to
see a more natural edae to Sims. | support the plantina of
full-sized [fruit] trees will sequester between 220 and 260
pounds [of CO2] annually. acre-sized apple orchard can fix as
much as 20 tons of CO2 from the air each season, while it
releases 15 tons of oxygen, and provides over 5 billion BTUs of
cooling power. The idea of discharging CO2 into the
atmosphere from destruction of hundreds of trees should be
considered.

1) native species are likely to suffer or not adapt to climate
change. What species will thrive in the Sandy soil on the
boatyard side? Special consideration should be made that
irrigation or lack of water in our microclimate as well as sea
water intrusion need be studied.

2) Can the trees be removed only on the boat yard side and
leave the others on the lagoon side and experiment with heavy
trimming of existent trees on the lagoon side.

3) Lombardy poplar do thrive after extreme cutting. Please look
into it.

Perhaps this use of wood could be considered an opportunity
to offset tree replacement budget or establish a viable long
range green belt? Or ongoing trash collection as a lot blows
over from the boat yard and is rarely cleaned up.

4) poplar wood is the wood used specifically in the making of
wooden shoes in the Netherlands.
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If more people know about the allergenic downside of poplars
and birches (the latter being one of the four most common
trees planted here around 40-50 years ago), some may change
their minds about wanting to retain the poplars, and also help
swing the public toward a more diverse and ‘cleaner’ urban
forest. Something like 20% of the general population has strong
reactions with allergenic trees—and don’t even realize that.

There is no problem to fix here. Have you seen the condition
of our roads? Plenty of work there.

A city is not a natural area preserve and should not be thought
of as such. | believe we should be looking for something
attractive as an entrance to downtown. One suggestion would
be flowering cherry trees.

The City administration, the Port and the PUD are proceeding
with a capital project that does not reflect the vision, goal
statements or policies in the Port Townsend Comprehensive
Plan, Tree Conservation Chapter 19.06, the Gateway
Development Plan, the Strategic Plan 2019-2022, the Port
Townsend Urban Forestry - Trees In The ROW and Brochure,
the Parks and Recreation Functional Plan. It is unknown if the
PUD or Port have followed planning policy with their part of the
project including permitting for commercial expansion that may
involve chemical pollution of water and air. Do not cut trees in
December.

| totally and completely support the Sims Way and Boat Yard
Expansion Project as described on the City's website

Go for it! Plant native trees that FIT! Avoid "straight lines" if at
all possible. https://www.arborday.org/trees/righttreeandplace/
It just simply seems like the wrong time to invest the money in
this project when so many of Port Townsend’s roads are falling
apart as well as other infrastructure issues.

Why does the Port have to expand toward Sims Way when
there's not enough land there to put any boats? Why do the
many have to pay for something that will only benefit the few?
If care is taken by the design team to strategically re-plant
replacement trees, and incorporate other items to enhance the
arrival experience in PT, folks will get over it much sooner. |
believe a couple of these pieces of equipment (and maybe a
couple more sprinkled along the Larry Scott trail near the
Boatyard) would provide a great “personal experience” and
would promote more use of the new walk path. | would imagine
the maintenance costs of this type of equipment would be
minimal, but perhaps worthy of inquiry to justify.
https://playworld.com/fitness-wellness/lifetrail#aref

| support the new "gateway" vision including poplar tree
removal/replacement. | wonder if some of the native species of
Kah Tai can be seen as a model for re-vegetating this section.
With careful landscaping they could be attractive as well as
beneficial to our region's wildlife and ecology, such as
madrones, maples, bitter cherry, willows, and various shrubs
and grasses (unfortunately there are non-native species there
as well).

Who is proposing to remove the trees on the south side of
Sims Way? When are you proposing to do this? What permits
will you be securing? When will you be securing permits? Will

you be conducting environmental review.
An environmental impact statement would provide the

community an opportunity to review the project more in depth
allowing provision for information and alternatives not yet
considered. The particulars about chemical fumes and dust are
needed in order to make a community friendly plan. At a
minimum, there should be at least three landscape design
options . Sketches/concepts, one with re-planted poplars,
should be provided for public input with consideration given to
attributes i.e. functions, costs and overall design and
aesthetics. Recognizing topographical opportunities and
retaining existing vegetation are beginning points for good
design.” Look in the adopted Gateway Development Plan, the
Comprehensive Plan, and the Parks, Recreation and Tree
Functional Plan. The community has supplied vision and
guidance for our small town aesthetics as we proceed into the
future.

At a time when we need to be healing, you are tearing out this
community's soul so the Marine Trades and Port can make
more money.
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We need to start considering which species are most likely not
to die off due to our climatically uncertain future. i.e.: good at
adapting to the heat and cold, the floods and powerful winds
that are coming. According to studies, the most important trees
for carbon sequestration are in large, mature forests, not young
urban trees, street trees etc.

| support the multi-agency plan. | would like to see it
revegetated/landscaped to relate to our Pacific Northwest
natural heritage, and proximity to Kah Tai lagoon and the
shoreline.

Regarding the poplars on Sim’s Way. Why not, the city of Port
Townsend buy that 20 acres and trade it to the port for Sim’s
Way frontage and it’s win-win for all.

| listened to the December 15 discussion about the Sims
Gateway live on KPTZ. Thanks to everyone for doing this, it is a
good project. Eron Berg recounted a conversation in his
breakout group about using this as an opportunity to consider
ways to improve the health of the local ecosystem, specifically
rejoining Kah Tai with Townsend Bay through an active
estuarine connection.

Recommend: Acer Rubrum "Columnare " Red Maple

| am angry about the decision to remove the poplar trees from
Sims Way. | am angry because of the reasons given, and the
lack of communication of a plan to replace the trees.

So of course, we are letting them expand. Why aren’t we
requiring them to expand safely?

Comments on information provided to public

consider this idea: take the trees on the Port side, but on the
Kai Tai side, take one third of the trees and replant with native
species. In five years, take another one third of the trees and
again replant with native species. Five years later, take the final
one third.

supportive of the poplar tree removal and have participated in
the virtual meetings, listened in on the radio. | write to
nominate a tree type for planting if that becomes part of
city/group efforts now and in the future. The Western Red
Cedar is native, long lived, well suited for that soil type and our
weather.

Where is the Long Term Tree Management Plan? What are the
plans for the cut trees? Who does one become a stakeholder?
Reconsiderwiping out the Kah Tai Populars.

Have you seen the gigantic poplar on San Juan that fell apart? It
will be much cheaper to cut these poplar trees now than later
when they are much bigger, rotting from the inside, and posing
a serious hazard. The sooner we get started planting trees that
are appropriate for our area, the sooner those trees will mature
into their full beauty.

We are forwarding this Zoom educational webinar opportunity
that we will be attending next week.

The hearts on the poplars comment

Stormwater drainage needs to be developed

Remove poplars on port side but leave trees on lagoon side.

| urge you to insure more dedicated care for the existing trees
and preserve this iconic landscape.

Clarification of accessment report: populars would not likely be
killed if trenching done by Port fence line, safe option if heavy
equipment stayed off of the main roots closer to tree on the
Port side.

Save the poplars

I wonder if it would be possible to bury the power lines without
removing the trees? One more question is how does the boatyard
expand if you're just replanting new trees?

How will the City of Port Townsend protect the vital industry that is
the heartbeat of this town?

It is not logical to both remove trees and underground the
power lines.illogical to expand the boatyard before tackling
these serious environmental issues. The public infrastructure
grant could be spent in a more productive way than the
proposed gateway project.



