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After nearly 24 years of service, Jefferson County PUD General 
Manager Jim Parker, is starting the next chapter in his life. Jim and 
the Jefferson County PUD Board of Directors have signed a separa-
tion agreement. Jim’s last day on the job was September 19, 2017. 
Jim will be taking his hard-earned, accumulated paid time off until 
he officially retires on February 1, 2018. Jim will remain available 
to assist the PUD as needed until that time. 

Jefferson County PUD was a small water utility serving about 500 
customers with 5 employees when Jim first took the helm in March 

1994. In 2008, the residents voted to have the PUD acquire the 
electric utility from the private company then serving East Jeffer-
son County. Jim obtained financing and negotiated the terms of the 
purchase and the PUD became an electric utility on April 1, 2013. 
The PUD now has almost 50 employees and serves approximately 
4,400 water, 300 sewer and 19,000 electric customers. 

Jim and his wife, Deborah, plan to remain in the Port Townsend 
area. Jim is looking forward to opportunities to travel and spend 
time with family and friends. Assistant General Manager Kevin 
Streett has assumed the General Manager duties while the Board 
conducts a search for Jim’s replacement. 

PUD GM Announces Departure
A New chapter for Jim Parker

Jim Parker

Cousins Samiah (left) and Eden (right) of Port Hadlock pose as PUD employees at the PUD 
booth at the Jefferson County Fair in August. 

After the beautiful, warm sum-
mer we had in the Pacific North-
west, it’s hard to think about win-
ter. However, the chilly mornings 
are already reminding you that 
winter is on the way. As the tem-
peratures drop, your power bills 
will rise. 

Act now to keep your energy 
bills as low as possible. Here are 
some helpful tips:

Use the “Do it Yourself” guide 
on the PUD’s website to do your 
own home energy inspection. 
The guide can be found at www.
jeffpud.org/diy-home-energy-au-
dit-workbook/. 

Set your heat at 55 degrees for 
when you’re asleep or away and 
68 degrees when you’re home 

and awake.
To reduce heat loss, close your 

drapes at night and open them 
during the day to let the sun in 
and warm your home.

Close off rooms you’re not using 
and lower the heat in these areas.

Dress warmer when the days 
get colder. It’s less expensive and 
more efficient than turning up the 
heat.

Lower heating costs and 
improve air quality by cleaning 
or changing your furnace air fil-
ters every two months during the 
heating season.

If your home has a fireplace, 
keep the damper closed when 
you’re not using it and use a glass 
screen to minimize the heat loss.

Consider enrolling in the PUD’s 
Budget Payment Plan. It’s designed 
to make bill-paying easier with 
equal payments each month all 
through the year.

Low income residents may also 
qualify for assistance. Go to www.
jeffpud.org/assistance/ or contact 
OlyCAP for more information. 

If you do find yourself getting 
behind on your utility payments 
reach out to the PUD before you 
get a shut off notice. In many cases 
we can work with you to help you 
avoid being shut off. Contact us at 
360-385-5800. 

And don’t forget about your 
water pipes. Wrap your pipes 
and outdoor faucets to keep them 
from freezing. 

Fun at the Fair!

Colder weather means
higher power bills
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Commissioner corner

Driving on PUD Power
This past June my family pur-

chased a used 2012 Nissan Leaf 
SL plug-in electric vehicle from a 
private party near Olympia. With 
47,000 miles on the odometer 
the price before sales tax was 
$5,850. Comparable Leafs from 
dealerships tend to run $7,000 - 
$9,000. For a 5-year old car with 
low miles, I consider this quite 
affordable. You can also lease 
new EVs for $100 - $200 per 
month which is comparable to 
lease prices for new gas-powered vehicles. 

How far can we drive our Leaf on a 
charge? When new, the EPA listed range 
for the 2012 Nissan Leaf was 84 miles. 
With 50,000 miles now on the odometer, 
our Leaf’s battery has 84% of its original 
capacity (visible on the dashboard). It has 
an effective range of 60 - 75 miles depend-
ing on how we drive it and whether we 
use the heater or air conditioning. Living 
in Port Townsend and working in Jefferson 
County, the Leaf works for about 90% of 
my family’s vehicle trips. 
When we want to drive 
further or need a second 
car we use our 2004 Toy-
ota Prius. 

Charging our Leaf is 
simple. We plug it into 
a 110V outlet in our 
garage each night and 
in the morning it’s fully 
charged. Our Leaf takes 
less time to recharge than 
a car with longer range like a Tesla or GM 
Bolt (200 plus mile range). If you buy an EV 
with greater range, you may want to invest 
in a Type II EV 240V charger (about $1,000 
installed) to fully recharge overnight. 

To travel beyond our Leaf’s 60 – 75 range 
we can use its DC fast-charging port which 
allows for an 80% charge in about 20 
minutes. DC fast chargers are available in 
larger cities, cost $3 - $6 per charge, and 
are easy to find using smart phone apps 
such as Plugshare.

EVs are affordable to own, much cheaper 

to operate than fossil-fueled 
vehicles. The annual licensing 
fee for an EV is $150 per year, 
higher than fossil-fueled vehi-
cles, which compensates for not 
paying pay gas taxes which fund 
our highway system. However, 
the cost per mile of driving an 
EV is very low. With Jefferson 
PUD electricity rates, driving an 
EV 10,000 miles per year costs 
about $300. Driving a gas-pow-
ered car that gets 35 miles per 

gallon using $3 per gallon gas the same dis-
tance would cost $857. That’s a savings of 
$557 per year for the EV. And that’s before 
the annual maintenance costs of owning 
a gas car such as tune ups, oil changes, 
antifreeze replacement, etc. In addition for 
being better for the environment, an EV is 
less expensive to own. 

But are EVs any fun? You bet! They are 
very quick with no power lag when you 
step on the throttle. They are quiet and with 
their low center of gravity handle great on 

twisty roads. Our Leaf is a 
sports cars in disguise.

Can buying an EV help 
fight climate change? 
Because Jefferson PUD’s 
electricity comes from the 
Bonneville Power Admin-
istration and is 87% hydro 
and 13% nuclear, it is rela-
tively carbon emission free. 
Since most of our County’s 
carbon emissions come 

from our transportation system, replacing 
a fossil-fueled vehicle with an EV is good 
for our environment. If you are in the mar-
ket for a new or used car or just want to 
get off fossil-fuels like my family does, I 
encourage you to check out a plug-in elec-
tric vehicle. 

Jeff Randall, PUD Board Vice-President 
and District 1 Commissioner.

(The views and opinions expressed in 
this article do not necessarily represent the 
views and opinions of the other PUD com-
missioners.)

Jeff Randall

Russ Miller

Mike Bailey

The PUD has recently hired a Staking Engineer 
and a Financial Services Manager. Russ Miller 
was hired in August as a Staking Engineer. Russ 
will provide engineering duties related to service 
requests, line extensions and system improve-
ments. Among other things, he will prepare draw-
ings, cost estimates and material lists for use by 
others at the PUD prior to beginning the job. Russ 
has a Bachelor’s degree in Renewable Energy 
Engineering from Oregon Tech. He worked for a 
solar contractor in the Portland, Oregon, area for 
three years prior to joining the PUD. An avid out-

doorsman, Russ has been spent a great deal of time 
in the Port Townsend area for several years, and is very glad he now 
gets to call Port Townsend home. 

Mike Bailey joined the PUD in September as the 
Financial Services Manager. The new position was 
created to focus on work order and plant account-
ing needs at the PUD. Mike will also assist with 
budget preparation, financial analysis and per-
form other accounting functions. The position 
reports to the Chief Financial Officer. Mike Bailey 
comes to the PUD from Consumers Power, a pri-
vately owned nonprofit electric cooperative based 
in Philomath, Oregon, near Corvallis. Mike spent 
over 10 years at Consumers Power and worked 
most recently as their Staff Accountant. Mike has 
a Bachelor’s degree in Accounting and a Master’s 
degree in Business Administration. 

With Jefferson PUD 
electricity rates, 
driving an EV 10,000 
miles per year costs 
about $300

New Faces at the PUD

power boost program

Do you have enough?
500 Jefferson County homes,
many with children, don’t.
they won’t be able to
afford home heating costs
this year.

Donate $1 to $20 
(or more) each 
month through 
your pUD bill. 

a partnership of

--- Sign up today! ---
360-385-5800 or visit jeffpud.org

100% of funds go to OLYCAP and St. Vincent De Paul.
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CAB corner

Dennison brings experience
Larry Dennison has joined the PUD Citizens Advisory Board. Larry comes with a wealth of 

government and community experience. Welcome to the team Larry!!
Your Citizens Advisory Board (CAB) has had a busy summer. The Board is discussing and 

working on broadband delivery strategies, financing options for conservation projects, PUD 
credit card use policies, electric rates charged for low income customers, and community solar 
strategies. These are just a few of the areas the CAB is currently developing recommendations. 

The PUD Citizens Advisory Board continues to fill a vital mission for the PUD Board 
of Commissioners. The CAB acts as an important customer sounding board for the PUD 
Board of Commissioners as it conducts its oversight of operations of the PUD’s electric 
and water operations. 

Chimacum High School graduate, Brian Van Ness, and Quilcene High 
School graduate, Dylan Brackney, have both completed the lineman 
apprenticeship program and have become Journeyman Lineman. 

Brian and Dylan were both hired by Jefferson County PUD in March 
of 2013 shortly before taking over the electrical power from the private 
utility then serving East Jefferson County. In May of 2014, both men 
signed up to begin the journeyman apprenticeship program. 

The apprenticeship program included attending weekend classes and 
hands-on work, as well as 7000 hours under the mentorship of jour-
neymen linemen. Both men successfully completed their coursework, 
work hours and final hands on tests in July and were awarded with their 
journeyman lineman cards.

Fun Fact!
During the fall and winter, most regions of 

the U.S. experience a smaller morning peak 
in energy use as people wake up and pre-
pare for the day and a higher evening peak 
when people return home. Thanksgiving Day 
doesn’t follow that pattern. 

The U.S. Energy Information Administration 

reported that Thanksgiving 2016 produced 
the largest peak of the day closer to midday 
rather than in the evening, which is typically 
when the peak occurs this time of year. The 
unique pattern on Thanksgiving reflects the 
popular activities you’d think of including the 
preparation of the holiday feast. 

In the Bonneville Power Admin-
istration (BPA) family of customer 
utilities, of which Jefferson PUD is 
a member, we are given the oppor-
tunity to provide cash incentives 
or rebates to our customers in 
support of BPA’s regional electric 
energy savings goals. Energy effi-
ciency has been the lowest cost 
means of acquiring additional energy for years 
and is currently second only to hydropower 
in BPA’s overall energy portfolio. When one 
utility has trouble finding energy efficiency 
projects, money can be shared with those that 
can. 

That’s what happened this spring. Jeffer-
son PUD acquired $150,000 from Whatcom 
PUD in what is called a “bilateral transfer” of 
Energy Efficiency Incentive funds. These funds, 
a part of a utility’s power contract with BPA, 
are intended to be used to capture energy sav-

ings through residential and com-
mercial rebates for everything from 
instant rebates on LED lights you 
purchase at participating retailers to 
a ductless heat pump upgrade for a 
low-income customer.

Jefferson PUD, had many energy 
efficiency opportunities to pay 
for, but minimal remaining fund-

ing under its own contract. Whatcom PUD, 
on the other hand, has one industrial power 
customer. When that customer had no cur-
rent energy efficiency upgrade plans, What-
com reached out to fellow PUDs to share 
their energy efficiency funds. The money 
transferred from Whatcom PUD will be used 
primarily to fund residential rebates and the 
popular in-store instant rebate program. Many 
thanks to Whatcom PUD and BPA for their 
help in continuing to fund the PUD’s energy 
efficiency programs!

Local Men Complete 
Lineman Apprenticeships

Brian Van Ness (left) and Dylan Brackney (right) proudly display their Journeyman Lineman certificates. 

Thank you to 
Whatcom County PUD!

Four Corners Operations Center • 310 Four Corners Road, Port Townsend • Administration Building • 230 Chimacum Road, Port Hadlock

All Jefferson County PUD households are in-
vited to take our broadband survey. The PUD 
is gathering information to determine the lev-
el of interest in improved access to broadband 
services. The survey will be used to determine 
satisfaction with existing services, determine 

demand for fiber optic or wireless residential 
service and the willingness to pay for broad-
band services, particularly in unserved or un-
derserved areas within the county. Take our 
survey and ask your friends and neighbors to 
do so as well! We want to hear from all of you!

Has Your Internet Access 
        Got You Down?

Take the PUD 
broadband survey! 

Go to www.jeffpud.org 
to get started.
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Sustained winds for 
an hour or more…

Wind gusts…

High Wind Advisory …are expected to 
be 31 to 39 mph

and/or …are expected to 
reach 46 to 57 mph

High Wind Watch …of 40 mph or 
higher are possible

and/or … of 58 mph or high-
er are possible

High Wind Warning …of 40 mph or 
higher are expected

and/or … of 58 mph or high-
er are expected

Source: Weather.gov

What is the difference 
between a high wind 
advisory, watch, or 
warning?

Any wind event can cause power outages. Stay tuned to your local news sources for the most up-to-date information. 

Four Corners Operations Center • 310 Four Corners Road, Port Townsend 
Administration Building • 230 Chimacum Road, Port Hadlock

Save on your Power Bill
the cost of lighting at

$9.9 cents/kWh • 24/7 in one year

Public Utility District No. 1 of Jefferson County is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

$52/yr
60 Watt incandescent

$16/yr
19 Watt CFL

$8/yr
9 Watt LED

360-385-5800 
jeffpud.org

The PUD Commissioners generally meet twice 
a month on the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month. There are exceptions to that for holidays, 
and in the months of October and December. 

Meetings start at 5:00 p.m. and are held at the 
Administration Building at 230 Chimacum Road 
in Port Hadlock. Meeting materials are available 
a few days in advance on the PUD’s website at 
www.jeffpud.org. 

The Commissioners may call a special meeting 
for emergent business. Such meetings are adver-
tised on the PUDs webpage at www.jeffpud.org. 

We hope to see you at an upcoming meeting! 

*The Board of Commissioners only meet once 
in December. 

Upcoming meetings are scheduled for: 
November 7th and 21st
December 12th*
January 2nd and 16th

PUD Commission meetings are 
open to the public!

contact us
Customer Service:
(360) 385-5800  

Monday-Friday
8:45am-5pm

Mailing Address
310 Four Corners Road
Port Townsend, WA 98368

Payments
Pay-by-phone: 
(855) 386-9916

Customer Portal: 
jeffpud.smarthub.coop

 
@Jefferson_PUD

 
Jefferson county Pud #1

Public Utility District No. 1 of Jefferson 
County is an Equal Opportunity Provider 
and Employer

Mark your calendars!


